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Require the President to Withdraw from Afghanistan and Pakistan

Dear Colleague:

According to ABC News, Hamid Karzai, the President of Afghanistan, in a joint press conference
with Secretary of Defense Robert Gates, remarked that his country’s security forces will need
financial and training assistance from the United States for the next 15-20 years! This is especially
disturbing since the Administration is already sliding back the timeline the President established only last
week. What Mr. Karzai did not say is that would cost U.S. taxpayers an additional $2-3 trillion.

As President Obama prepares to escalate military operations in Afghanistan and Pakistan, we must reassert
our Constitutional prerogative as it relates to war. The United States has been involved in military action
both in Afghanistan and Pakistan since the inception of the Obama Administration, despite the fact that the
President has never submitted a report to Congress pursuant to Section 4(a)(1) of the War Powers
Resolution.

When Congress returns in 2010, I intend to bring to the floor of the House privileged resolutions
reasserting this prerogative. My bills, which would trigger a timeline for a timely withdrawal of U.S. troops
from Afghanistan and Pakistan, invoke the War Powers Resolution of 1973 and are intended to secure the
Constitutional role of Congress, as directly elected representatives of the people, under Article I, Section 8
of the Constitution, to decide whether or not America enters into war, continues a war, or otherwise
introduces armed forces or materiel into combat zones.

Despite the President’s assertion that previous Congressional action gives him the authority to respond to
the attacks of September 11, 2001, a careful reading of the Authorization of Use of Military Force (AUMF)
makes clear that the AUMF did not supersede "any requirement of the War Powers Resolution” and
therefore did not undermine Congress' ability to revisit the constitutional question of war powers at a later
date.

[ invite you to join in reasserting Congress’ Constitutional right and obligation in these matters. For more
information or to cosponsor, please contact Tom Mulloy in my office at 55871 or

thomas.mullov@mail.house.gov

%; Sincerely,

Dennis J. Kucinich
Member of Congress




