SUMMARY OF LEGISLATION TO CREATE A
DEPARTMENT OF PEACE AND NONVIOLENCE

Establish a cabinet-level department in the executive branch of the Federal
Government dedicated to peacemaking and the study of conditions that are
conducive to both domestic and international peace.

Headed by a Secretary of Peace and Nonviolence, appointed by the President with
the advice and consent of the Senate. Other principal officers will include: the
Under Secretary of Peace and Nonviolence; the Assistant Secretary for Peace
Education and Training; the Assistant Secretary for Domestic Peace Activities; the
Assistant Secretary for International Peace Activities; the Assistant Secretary for
Technology for Peace; the Assistant Secretary for Arms Control and
Disarmament; the Assistant Secretary for Peaceful Coexistence and Nonviolent
Conflict Resolution; the Assistant Secretary for Human and Economic Rights; and
a General Counsel.

The mission of the Department shall: hold peace as an organizing principle;
endeavor to promote justice and democratic principles to expand human rights;
strengthen nonmilitary means of peacemaking; promote the development of
human potential; divert from armed conflict and develop new structures in
nonviolent dispute resolution; and take a proactive, strategic approach in the
development of policies that promote national and international conflict
prevention, nonviolent intervention, mediation, peaceful resolution of conflict and
structured mediation of conflict.

Domestically, the Department would be responsible for developing policies to
address issues such as: domestic violence, gang violence, child abuse, violence in
schools, hate crimes, racial violence and mistreatment of the elderly.

The Department would have an Office of Peace Education that would work with
educators in elementary, secondary and universities in the development and
implementation of curricula to instruct students in peaceful conflict resolution
skills. In addition, a Peace Academy, modeled after the military service
academies, would be established to provide instruction in peace education and
offer opportunities for graduates to serve in programs dedicated to domestic or
international nonviolent conflict resolution.

The first day of each year, January 1% will be designated as Peace Day in the
United States and all citizens should be encouraged to observe and celebrate the
blessings of peace and endeavor to create peace in the coming year.



