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Ms. Jolene Molitoris
Director of Transportation
1980 West Broad Street
Columbus, Ohio 43223-1102

Dear Ms. Molitoris:

I am writing to strongly urge you to reconsider the Ohio Department of Transportation’s (ODOT) plans to close
down ramps along the Innerbelt (I-90) in Downtown Cleveland. While I have provided timely comments about this
as part of ODOT’s Environmental Impact Statement process, it is again appropriate to remind you of the importance
of access to and from Downtown.

Access is the key to economic development and revitalization. Ingress and egress points on the Innerbelt from all
the major avenues of Downtown Cleveland, including Carnegie, Prospect, Chester, Payne, Superior, St. Clair, and
Lakeside, keep businesses and residents connected with our nation’s transportation system. ODOT understands the
importance of access in Lorain County where two new access points are being constructed along I-90 near new
commercial districts sprouting up on recently sold and subdivided farms.

Because of Cleveland’s difficult financial climate, we can not afford to lose Downtown Cleveland’s businesses and
residents. But this is exactly what will happen if ODOT cuts off direct access to Cleveland’s major avenues. The
people who live, work, and enjoy Downtown’s amenities are against ODOT’s plans. ODOT should listen to the
people who would not only lose their homes and businesses, but would also witness the continued decimation of
Downtown Cleveland.

As an alternative, I would support a major repaving of the Innerbelt with no structural changes other than
straightening out “Dead Man’s Curve” and rebuilding the I-90 Bridge, provided that all necessary property
acquisitions are done in an equitable manner. To ensure better safety along this segment, the speed limit could be
lowered. While this might be seen as an inconvenience to some cross-country travelers, it is a small price to pay for
the preservation of Downtown Cleveland, its residents and businesses. Through traffic will still have unfettered use
of I-80 and 1-480, so there is no urgent need to destroy the people’s access to I-90.

I strongly oppose using federal money to speed up the deterioration of Cleveland’s economic vitality. ODOT’s
plans which would cut off access to Downtown Cleveland’s major avenues would do just that. Therefore, I oppose
any federal funding for Innerbelt reconstruction unless all access is preserved.

Sincerely,

Dennis J. Kucinich

Member of Congress
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